Intraoperative detection of pulmonary thromboemboli with epicardial echocardiography.
We report a novel intraoperative use of epicardial echocardiography in detecting and guiding the removal of pulmonary arterial thromboemboli. We describe a patient with a right atrial thrombus that could not be visualized with intraoperative transesophageal echocardiography. Because we suspected acute pulmonary embolization, epicardial echocardiography was used to visualize the right and left pulmonary arteries. Pulmonary thromboemboli were identified, and pulmonary thromboembolectomy was successfully performed.